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Okay, perhaps my call for participation was a bit too 
subtle.  We need a board member to replace Steve 
Newberry (he's done good service and has earned a 
break) and we need someone to volunteer for the 
vice president's job. 

Being a board member means getting to meetings 
early enough to attend the board meeting, usually 
beginning around 6:30 PM and lasting at the most 
20 minutes.  The board members, also known as members-at-large, are there 
to represent the voice of club members not occupying elected positions 
(president, vice president, treasurer etc.).  The members-at-large are essen-
tial elements in the governance of the club.  The selected officers all have 
prescribed duties.  The rest of the board represents the view of the rest of 
the club on matters of policy and direction.  We need at least one now. 

The vice president has traditionally been the program director for Northwest 
Woodturners.  Yes, it's a big job.  Yes, it's an important job.  The nature of the 
position has changed in that now there are people willing to assist the vice 
president in securing demonstrators.  In the past, it was a solo job.  As it is 
now, 2016 is partly done.  The new vice president will be largely concerned 
with filling the 2017 demonstration calendar.  We need one now. 

This month we mark the return of what used to be a fairly common occur-
rence at Northwest Wood Turner's.  The rotating demonstration, as it has 
come to be called, is an evening with multiple turners at many multiple sta-
tions demonstrating different topics.  The demonstration is actually driven by 
those watching it.  What would you like to see?  That's why we posed the 
question last month to get a feel for topics.  Since Dale pretty well covered 
bowl turning last month (although bowl turning questions are certainly not 
out of order) we've put together a collection of non-bowl turning topics to 
get things started. 

Bill Giffin will set up a table dedicated to surface augmentation:  dying, pierc-
ing, carving, gilding, and all the other interesting things he does.  Basically, a 
miniature visit to his recent large demonstration.  Roger Crooks will have a 
station set up demonstrating the stone inlay technique he learned from 
Stephen Hatcher.   Members will be able to try out different rotary tools for  
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carving the inlay including Dremel tools, Foredom flex shaft carver, and micromotor carver.  Roger will also 
have a vacuum chuck setup where you can see one way to build one.  Tom Willing will be at the lathe to 
demonstrate box turning, sharpening, jam chucking and pretty much anything else you'd like to see.  I will 
have another lathe dealing with spindle turning, that tedious bead/cove/flat methodology that is, after all, 
the basis of all wood turning.  We can also take some time to talk about the skew chisel, one of my favorite 
ǘƻƻƭǎ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ L ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘϥǎ ŀ ǾƛŜǿ ƴƻǘ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ ōȅ ŀƭƭ ǿƻƻŘǘǳǊƴŜǊǎΦ  LΩƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ ƘŀǾŜ Ƴȅ ƭŀǘƘŜ-mounted sharpen-
ing system going to demonstrate that there's always another way to do things.  We can also talk about jam 
chucking (the most commonly mentioned topic in our survey), boxes, bowls, pepper mills, or whatever 
you'd like to see. 

If you have a topic you would like to see covered somewhere in this three-ring circus, send me or the ap-
propriate demonstrator an email and we'll try to make sure it gets included. 

Since last month's Challenge and Show-n-Tell were pushed forward to this month, we can look forward to a 
large collection of pieces to enjoy, as well as another outstanding raffle.  I hope all of you will take a minute 
to look over the financial statement Roger has provided for us this month.  It's interesting where the 
money comes from and more importantly where the money goes.  I hope you'll agree that Roger has been 
an outstanding steward of our finances. 

 See you in March. 
 τ Mike  

2015 NWWT FINANCIALS 

This was a good year for NWWT.  As Mike said, over the last two years NWWT has found a great home, 
started up teaching again, revitalized the company store, have a monthly raffle with good wood, brought in 
great demonstrators, and at the same time, strengthened our financial position. 

At the end of the year we had $4500 in the bank and, on the books, we broke even for the year, but actu-
ally we are up about $1000 since we paid in advance for the next two years of internet (saving significant 
dollars). 

  (continued on next page) 

Income Percentage 

Membership Dues 55% 

Auction 30% 

Classes 0% 

Raffle & Store 15% 

Expenses Percentage 

Meetings 45% 

Internet 25% (see Note 1) 

Library 10% 

Insurance 15% 

Equipment 5% 

Note 1:  Includes payment for 2016 & 2017 
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LIBRARY NEWS 

The month will be March, so march right into your shop and segment something!  Ok, never segmented 
something?  Or, don't want to segment something?  That is OK.  At the February meeting, I found a fantas-
tic DVD (Segmented Polychromatic Vases and Urns) with Don Russell & Ron Brown, run time 4 hours 33 
minutes, on three DVD's.  What an action packed trio!  I was impressed.  I learned a lot.  The instructions 
are fantastic.  One DVD has plans that will print off from the computer, so you can take the instructions 
with you into the shop.  The center feature rings have clear instructions, and what he does is build blocks 
and put wedges between the blocks so the inside and outside do not distort.  I am impressed, but it's easy 
for me to get that way.  I started turning at age 59, am now 69!  Wow, where did the time zip off to?  Mak-
ing chess sets, kaleidoscopes, tops, bowls with natural edges, segmented....everything!  I like to make a 
stack of strips 24 inches long with a hole in the middle, chop that on the chop saw, glue them up and turn 
pepper mills.  I spin the pieces so the mills look twisted and cool.  I shall bring my stuff to the next meeting.  
I did not yet build anything, the way the DVD instructed, but tomorrow is another day!  Hope to see you 
and something you turned at the March meeting.  Turn safe, and have fun.  

 τ Denvy Larson, Assistant Librarian 

Members, 

The library has way too many DVD's outstanding for more than two (2) months!  Please 
check all your DVD's and bring back to the next meeting the ones you borrowed from 
NWWT along with any NWWT books.  Last meeting I pulled the "C" file of the checked out 
items which gives the dates when they were checked out.  Some were checked out as far 
back as 2014!  Bring back the clubs property! τ Lynne Hemmert, Librarian 

2015 NWWT FINANCIALS (CONTINUED) 

Analysis 

Membership Dues - 55% of our income.  Basically pays for our monthly meeting demos, room and 
equipment storage, and our library. 

Annual Auction - about 30% of our income.  Basically pays for running the club and gives us a buffer for 
bringing in outside demonstrators. 

Raffle and Store - about 15% of our income. Pays for our insurance. 

Classes - break even but that is because our first demo (Derek Weidman) lost a lot of money that the 
remaining classes made up. 

2016 

In 2016 we need to put our focus on education with both internal and external classes.  These bring in good 
revenue and fulfill our charter, so if you can help in this area, let Mike or me know.  The Raffle is a very im-
portant revenue source because the Store is run as a membership benefit and is essentially break even.  
And of course, our Annual Auction keeps gas in the gas tank, so your participation is extremely important.  

 τ Roger Crooks, Treasurer 
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APRIL PROGRAM τ TERRY GERROS τ Making Twists on the Lathe 
Terry Gerros, Vice President of Willamette Valley Woodturners in Salem and Chair-
man of the 2015 Oregon Woodturning Symposium last year, will demonstrate the 
process of cutting twists on the lathe.  He will: 

¶ Provide an explanation of the twist language and how to understand the marking
-out process. 

¶ Show the proper way to mark out a twist to simplify cutting it. 

¶ Demonstrate the process of cutting twists with both hand and power tools. 

This demo is not to produce a finished piece, but rather show how simple it is to cut 
a twist, so you can try it out at home.  A handout on the process will be available.  

MARCH PROGRAM τ ROTATING DEMOS 
This month we are bringing back an old NWWT tradition ς rotating demos.  You will have a chance to see 
and talk with the demonstrators about many different techniques, including: 

¶ Spindle Turning, Sharpening, and using the Skew Chisel by Mike Meredith 

¶ Making Boxes, Jam Chucks and Sharpening by Tom Willing 

¶ Surface Augmentation:  Dying, Carving, & Gilding by Bill Giffin 

¶ Inlays and Carving; try out different tools for carving (Dremel, Foredom, Micromotor tools) by 
Roger Crooks 

SELECTION OF OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS 

At the February meeting Mike Meredith, Roger Crooks, and Jim Schoeffel agreed to another year as Presi-
dent, Treasurer, and Secretary, respectively.  The position of Vice President is currently open and a Board 
member to replace Steve Newberry is being sought.  Please consider volunteering for one of these very im-
portant club positions.  
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FEBRUARY PROGRAM τ DALE LARSON, άCǊƻƳ ¢ǊŜŜ ǘƻ .ƻǿƭέ 

Dale Larson, an internationally known woodturner, and a member of NWWT, a founding member of Cas-
cade Woodturners, and the immediate past president of AAW was the featured demonstrator at our Feb-
ruary meeting.   Dale's work is both functional and beautiful, and much admired by collectors and wood 
workers alike.  His bowls can be found in private collections all over the world.   

5ŀƭŜΩǎ άCǊƻƳ ¢ǊŜŜ ǘƻ .ƻǿƭέ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ƛǎ ǉǳƛǘŜ ǎǘǊŀƛƎƘǘ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘΥ  ǎŜƭŜŎǘ ŀ ǘǊŜŜΣ ōǊƛƴƎ ƛǘ ŘƻǿƴΣ Ŏǳǘ ƛǘ ƛƴǘƻ ǎƳŀƭƭŜǊ 
pieces, cut bowl blanks from the pieces, rough-turn the bowls, seal all end grain, let the rough blanks dry 
slowly to avoid cracking, then finish turn the bowls.  However, knowing and following the details in each of 
ǘƘŜǎŜ ǎǘŜǇǎ ƛǎ ǿƘŀǘ ƭŜŀŘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ ōƻǿƭǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǎǘǊƛƪƛƴƎ ŦƛƎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ 5ŀƭŜ ƛǎ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŦƻǊΦ   5ŀƭŜΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴπ
tation focused on the details of how to harvest a tree and produce bowl blanks with attractive figure.   

¦ǎƛƴƎ ǎƭƛŘŜǎΣ ŦƭƛǇ ŎƘŀǊǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƘŀƴŘƻǳǘ όά/ǳǘǘƛƴƎ ŀ ¢ǊŜŜ ŦƻǊ CƛƎǳǊŜέύ 5ŀƭŜ ǎƘƻǿŜŘ Ƙƻǿ ƘŜ ǘŀƪŜǎ Řƻǿƴ ŀ ǘǊŜŜ 
to minimize damage to areas that will yield bowls with good figure.  His method is to limb the tree first, 
then fall it so it lands clear of any obstacles on the ground or on long, branch stubs left on the trunk.  Then 
he explained the locations and orientations for cutting bowl blanks from the tree to produce different fig-
ure.  The illustrations at the top of his handout (#1-#4) on the next page show four different positions and 
orientations bowls can be made from straight-grain sections of a tree, and the figure to expect in the fin-
ished bowl. 

.ǳǊƭ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŀōƴƻǊƳŀƭ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ƻƴ ŀ ǘǊŜŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴǎΣ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭƭȅΣ ƎǊŀƛƴ Ǌŀȅǎ ǊŀŘƛŀǘƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǇƛǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŜŜΩǎ 
trunk.  Depending on the orientation of the bowl relative to these rays, it will have a radial figure or a spot-
ted/curlicue figure as shown in the illustrations near the center of the handout (#5-#6). 

Feather is another popular figure for bowls and plat-
ters and is obtained from the crotch formed by the 
trunk and two branches as shown in illustrations at the 
bottom of the handout (#7).  To obtain this figure re-
quires the crotch piece to be cut in half along all the 
piths (see illustration at right).  This is not a particu-
larly easy cut to make, but yields two pieces with 
feather.  To make this difficult cut, Dale first marks a 
line on the bark of the crotch piece connecting all the 
piths, props the piece nearly vertical, and then uses 
the marks connecting the piths as a guide for the chain 
saw. 

As soon as possible after harvesting the tree, Dale cuts out the bowl blanks, rough turns them into bowl 
shapes about an inch thick, seals the end grain, and then lets them dry slowly.  After the bowl blanks are 
dry, he turns them into the desired shape and finishes them with walnut oil, which he demonstrated for us.  
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FEBRUARY PROGRAM τ DALE LARSON (CONTINUED) 
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WORK by DALE LARSON 

 

Cherry, 12-5/8æ dia. x 5æ high 

Madrone, 14æ dia. x 6æ high 

Big Leaf Maple 11-1/2æ dia. x 6-1/2æ high 


