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Q UICK  UPDATES 

We are creatures of habit.  Having a club meeting not on the first Thursday has somehow 
distorted my perception of time.  It canõt be time for another meeting.  But, it is.   

On October 1st, NWWT welcomes Cindy Drozda to Portland and to our club.  Her work 
is distinctive and easily recognized by the delicate finials and attention to proportion.  Dur-
ing the correspondence leading to her trip, we discussed Mike Wonserõs lecture; art v. 
craft and proportion in woodturning.  Cindy 
sent me a picture of a piece she had just fin-
ished (the Banksia pod chalice shown here).  
Our conclusion was that by the Picasso rules, 
since it wouldnõt hold wine, it must be art, 
not craft.  It also met the 1:1.6 ratio Mike 
discussed.  (A note in passing, I put the plans 
for a very handy Fibonacci gauge from Wood 
Magazine in the file cabinet.)   

Iõve met Cindy on several occasions.  She is an 
excellent instructor, an organizational dream 
(sheõs bringing her own wood for classes and 
demos, how cool is that), and a consummate 
technician at the lathe.  Her methods are pre-
cise, her tool handling purposeful.  The im-
pression created by her pieces is powerful, 
even if she is no bigger than a minute.  I think 
the two year odyssey to get Cindy to NWWT 
will be worth the effort. 

REMEMBER-----Classes are scheduled for 
Friday (2 October) and Sunday (4 October) at 
Jerry Kellerõs Rec Room.  A map is also 
posted in the file cabinet.  Itõs easy to find, 
just off I-84 in Wood Village.  The demon-
stration will be Saturday at ChemWest.  Remember to sign up at the meeting so we can 
have an approximate count.  Once again, many thanks to Tom Reiman for making the ef-
fort to get up to ChemWest to let us in on Saturday morning after catching the red-eye 
from Atlanta on Friday night. 

In other club happenings this month, we are starting to get prices to buy club lathes for 
classes.  The Board feels that a high quality, variable speed lathe, lathe is the best invest-
ment.  The recommendation was for the Delta 46-460 with a basic chuck.  Fiscal con-
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straints may curb our ambition but a stock of lathes is needed.  In past, we have re-
lied on members generously allowing the club to user their lathes.  This policy will 
no doubt continue into the future.  Procuring three more lathes will help reduce that 
dependence and save future class organizers the hassle of rounding up and transport-
ing lathes to class sites.  It also seems reasonable to expect those that use the lathes to 
help pay for them.  We can expect a very modest charge to use the club lathes until 
the cost is recouped.   

Our incorporation is moving forward with all deliberate speed.  With approvals, 
members and the AAW, in place, the attorney will file papers with the state in the 
next few weeks.  The goal is to have the process finished by January 1st, 2010. 

Last, but not least, this month will see nominations entered for next yearõs officers.  
President, Vice President, Secretary and Treasurer along with four Board members 
will be elected in November.   

Happy Turning, 

Mike Cindy Drozda - Phoenix 

In September we were treated to a visit by Michael Hosaluk. Not just any Michael Hosaluk, but the Michael Hosaluk from 
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan (thatõs head to Billings, MT, hang a left and head North for 447 miles, or 720 kilothingies). This is 
the part of the world that several American maps show as òUninhabited,ó or òThere Be Canajuns, eh?ó But, as Michael is quick 

to demonstrate, not only are there people there, but they are artistically talented 
people. Michael was one of the founding forces behind the Emma Lake Artistsõ 
Collaboration, an invitation-only gathering of 100 artists from different disci-
plines, including great wood artists and turners such as David Ellingsworth, Binh 
Pho, the late Frank Sudol and Rude Olsolnik. 

As is often the case, Michael came to woodturning via an initial encounter during 
high school, followed by a decade of cabinet making. He returned to wood turn-
ing more as a hobby, but then discovered he was having way more fun doing the 
wood turning and so went from being a cabinet maker with a reasonable income 
to a wood artist with almost no income. As Michael explained, that move alone 
attracted the attention of just about every financial and taxation government 
agency in Canada. 

Michael also paid his debt to society by doing production woodturning ð he used 
to get a buck an hour turning things like spinning tops and he says that motivated 
him to stand in front of the lathe. 

One lasting benefit of that experience was that he got so good at understanding 
the interaction between steel and wood he could simply think of what he wanted 
to turn and he could turn it without the need to wonder how? How I wish I 
could do that. Give me another 10,000 hours of wood turning and Iõll get there. 

During the club meeting demonstration, the all day demonstration, and the two days of hands-on classes, Michael demon-
strated the kind of thinking and the kind of approach that permeates his work. Perhaps because he is largely self-taught 
(although quick to acknowledge what he learned from some of the wood turning Greats who have shared their wisdom with 
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PRINCESS OF THE SHOP (O NCE MORE W ITH  FELINE) 

Once again Tom open up his shop for hands-on class ñ thanks for that Tom. Like the tool junkies we are, we anticipate what 
new tool Tom may have acquired since our last visit.  Last month, the tables were turned. He has been òadoptedó by a four 
month old kitten who is already the self-proclaimed òPrincess of the shop.ó  Sheõs curious about everything at this age and loves 
to explore the activity of turners arriving with tool bags, etc. When bored she has shown a propensity to use a human leg as a 
scratching post as Andy discovered while videotaping Michael Hosaluk. Itõs an attention-getting strategy that works! 

While everyone is turning, sheõll make the rounds and inspect the pro-
gress of your turning.  Luckily, she didnõt complain about my practice 
sphere turning Iõm entitling òsphere-ishó.  Next time your at Tomõs 
shop, be sure to 
introduce yourself 
to Kitty.  Tom and 
Terri havenõt come 
up with a name; 
but Kitty fits for 
now. 

Scott Blackman 

Don Woodward - Sea urchin samplings 

If
 y

o
u

 h
a
v
e

 t
h
is

 b
o

w
l,
 c

o
n

ta
c
t 

S
c
o

tt
 @

 

P
h
o

n
e

: 
 (

5
0

3
) 

8
0

7
-8

1
0

0 

E
m

a
il:

  
s
c
o

tt-b
la

c
k
m

a
n

@
c
o

m
c
a
s
t.

n
e

t
 

Tom Helzer Ryan Partridge Michael Meredith 

Michael Meredith 

"Chop your own wood, and it will warm you twice."  

- Henry Ford 

òIõm bushed...How do these guys turn all day long?ó 
PhotoñTom Reiman 


