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Q UICK  UPDATES 

Cooler days find us in the shop more then the warm days of summer. Personally, I donõt 
miss the wood dust clinging to sweat that marks summer woodturning. We are preparing 
to close out another year for the club. It's been a busy year, full of demonstrators; the Bat-
tys, Binh Pho, Michael Hosaluk and Cindy Drozda.  It can't be escaped that this was also an 
expensive year for Northwest Woodurners, but I think we received good value for our 
dollars.  The club also took advantage of a sale at Rocklerõs and a good price on companion 
chucks to buy two new Delta 46-460 lathes.  These will provide better equipment during 
classes for those who don't have mini lathes.  Previously, we have supplied lathes for the 
students by borrowing membersõ lathes.  We'll continue to do this but now we have two 
additional pieces of equipment for class members to use.  I think those that the use of these 
lathes on the second day of the Cindy Drozda class showed that these are very fine pieces of 
equipment. I'm certain that NWWT will get a good return on its investment.  Something 
else that comes of this investment is the institution of a policy that has long been discussed 
but never put in place. In future, we will ask those class members who need to use a club 
lathe to pay a modest use fee of $15.   

November is also the time the Wood-
working Show returns to Portland. Once 
again, Northwest Woodturners will have a 
booth at the show. We are still looking for 
members to staff the booth during the 
three days of the show; Friday, Saturday 
and Sunday, November 6, 7 and 8.  Sev-
eral of you have responded already volun-
teering for its particular shifts. A schedule 
is posted on the My Family site with the 
latest version of the schedule. I try to keep 
it up-to-date so it should be a pretty good representation of what's available. I'd like to 
shoot for five members in the booth, or least tell the managers of the show that's what 
we're doing, since that's how many passes we will get.  In past years, we have had a rota-
tion of two people turning, two talking to passers by and one out enjoying the show or 
fetching coffee.  The Woodworking Show seems to be making a comeback after a one-year 
hiatus in 2006.  They have confirmed that Craft Supply will be in attendance again this 
year, giving all of us a chance to visit our money.  I don't think any of us are strictly wood 
turners and the show presents an opportunity to see the latest in woodworking gadgets.  
See if you can take a shift in the booth.  We will have free admission passes for members 
working in the booth.  You still have to pay for parking but itõs a break on something you 
would probably do anyway. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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PRODUCING  SPALTED W OOD  

In the decorative wood market, spalted wood is in high demand. Spalting is caused by 
certain white-rot decay fungi growing in wood-primarily hardwoods such as maple, 
birch, and beech. The fungi create ?zone lines? in the wood where territories of compet-
ing fungi meet. The unusual coloration-black, pink, gray, and multicolored streaks-may 
result from reactions between the wood, the decay fungi, and insect deposits. If these 
decay fungi are allowed to grow for too long, however, the strength of the wood is di-
minished. 

The biology and taxonomy of many decay fungi are well known; however, the art of 
creating spalted wood continues to develop. The following information is directed to 
those interested in producing spalted wood. 

Decay Fungi 
Certain white-rot fungi must be present to create the decorative appearance of spalted wood. Because fungal spores are air-
borne, inoculating (adding fungi to) the wood is not necessary-the spores are already present. However, further exposing the 
wood to decaying vegetation could give you a head start. The predominant fungi present in various locations, especially in an 
area where hardwoods are growing or decaying, could determine which fungi take hold first and what characteristics (such as 
color) your wood will likely develop. (See Types of Decay Fungi.) 

Try several decaying methods simultaneously. Be sure to keep careful notes on each method so that those with favorable results 
can be duplicated. 

(Continued on page 4) 

PRESIDENTõS MESSAGEé.CONTINUED  

 The November Board meeting will host a visit from Sara Yen, the attorney that is helping to oversee the incorporation of 
NWWT.  This will be the meeting where we learn the responsibilities the club will have as a corporation.  I still wish it wasnõt 
necessary to incorporate but I am convinced that it is something NWWT needed to do to provide a suitable level of protection 
for the club in an uncertain environment.  Itõs like the colonoscopy thing, a pain in the ass but still a good idea. 

The point I wanted to make is that sometimes a pain in the ass is still a good idea. I must con-
fess to being disappointed by the abject, deafening silence when I asked for volunteers to fill 
positions in the club administration.  My thanks to those that stepped forward or continue to 
do the jobs that make the club work.  We all stand on the shoulders of giants, or at least very 
tall folks, that have made NWWT the active organization we see today.  You know them, 
from Bob Tuck and all the others coming forward from the days of meeting at Woodcraft 
through the newest of the worker bees.  Things happen at NWWT because people make them 
happen.  I hope it will continue to be so.  Reconsider stepping forward when we ask for volun-
teers. We cannot do it without you.  

Happy Turnings, Mike 

(Continued from page 1) 

Tom Hasting 

N OVEMBER MEETING INFO  

Our November meeting will host Reed Gray, who is an expert in the bowl coring technology.  He brings extensive knowledge 

of all the coring tools.  Also we will have a quick visit from RP (Bob) Myers of www.gripalljaws.com  who is introducing a 
new tool that could be extremely helpful for wood turners and carvers. 



 

 

W ARM U P T HAT  CREDIT CARD 
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Every year, I manage to go to the Expo Center and pay the outrageous parking fee to attend two shows ðThe Pacific Northwest 
Sportsmanõs Show for Fly Fishing equipment, and boat/camper drooling in February.  Then, later in the fall, The Wood Work-
ing Show.  Weõll, itõs that time again to warm up my credit card for some wood working tools I òmust haveó.  You know, you 
just canõt have enough clamps in the shop.  Iõm sure I can come up with some reason a wood turner needs 36ó bar clamps! 

So, November 6th through the 8th, get ready to have some fun.  The annual Wood 
Working Show is coming to the Portland Metro Expo Center (the one at Janzen Beach).  
While, it looked like it was down for the count a few years ago, the whole organization 
is under new management; and seems to be coming back with a vengeance. 

I did some research on their website to review the vendors that will be attending and 
make that priority list of supplies I might get a good deal on.  Below is just a sampling of 
the 30+ vendors that might appeal to a typical wood turner. 

¶ Cook Woods - Fine Turning Stock 

¶ Craft Supplies - Mecca for wood turners 

¶ Lee Valley & Veritas - Turning tools; but most likely will have hand plane heaven. 

¶ Peachtree Woodworking Supply - Dust collection, Sanding, Carving, jigs, and more. 

¶ Rockler Woodworking - Drop in and say Hi to Chris, Carl, and Joe. 

¶ Wood-Mizer - Got a log?  Plank it...Andy, will you buy me one of these for my Birthday? [Sure! Andy. ;) ] 

But wait, thereõs more.  Enter your fine piece of woodworking in the Show-Off Contest for the chance to win a Delta/Porter 
Cable Unisaw (Check the website for more info). 

Act now, and weõll throw in a Learn to Turn course.  Craft Supplies will be putting on a Learn to Turn.  Iõm sure youõll be at 
their booth anyway, maybe you can learn a new technique from Rex or Kirk? 

Whatõs there's more?  NWWT will have a booth there.  Weõll even have a couple lathes available for you to demo on and 
amaze potential new turners.  Schedule your time up with Mike on the myfamily site or contact Mike.  Come hang out at the 
booth and talk shop with some friends. 

So, warm up that Credit Card, take the MAX Yellow line to save on parking fees.  Then I can have front row parking!  Get 
more information and discount entry coupon at http://cms.thewoodworkingshows.com/cms/. 

See you there. 

Scott 

Rob Gentry 

Cindy Inspects the days work efforts 
Photo by Tom Willing 

ñYou can cut wood 

with a shovelò. 

Michael Hosaluk 

 
ñMaybe you can, 

Michael, but I 
couldnôt get the 

bevel to rub.ò 
Andy 

Cindyõs Detail gouge with attention to detail 
Photo by Dan Baker 

http://cms.thewoodworkingshows.com/cms/
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Temperature 
When the temperature cools, the wood decay process slows. At 
temperatures less than 50°F, the decay process is very slow; as 
temperatures drop further, fungi lay dormant until the tempera-
ture increases. 

Moisture 
Fungi need water. Wooden furniture in a home does not decay, 

because free water is not available for fungal growth. However, at approximately 30% mois-
ture content, wood does contain free water, and decay (spalting) can occur. The moisture 
content of wood is directly related to humidity-for decay to occur, humidity would need to 
hover around 100% (foggy conditions, or wood cooled below the dew point to condense water). To decay under conditions of 
lower humidity, wood would need to be moistened (rain, water from a garden hose, contact with wet soil). 

Freshly cut (green) wood has a moisture content greater than 40%, so all that is necessary in this case is to prevent the wood 
from drying out. Green wood could be kept at 100% humidity (such as in a plastic bag) or water could be added to keep the 
wood wet enough to decay. Wood can be too wet for some fungi to grow, so do not continually soak the wood or keep it un-
der a spray of water. 

Food 
Decay fungi eat wood. White-rot fungi eat both cellulose and lignin in wood. (Lignin is the glue that holds wood together and is 
what is removed from wood when paper is made.) Fungi can be òfedó to increase growth, but encouraging the wrong type of 
fungal growth is also a risk. Brown-rot fungi-another major kind of decay fungi that primarily eat cellulose will cause the wood 
to take on a brown color but may also cause the wood to crack across the grain, shrink, collapse, and be crushed into powder. 
Brown-rot fungi are usually associated with softwoods. Sugar is an ideal food to feed fungi, but very high levels can also be toxic 
to fungi. 

Timeframe 
Be patientñit may take months or years for spalting to occur. However, if the wood decays for too long, it may become too 
deteriorated for use. 

Experiences Creating Spalted Wood 
The following are experiences of individuals who created spalted wood. The experiences of Todd, 
Rob, and Ron are documented in an article, Buried Treasure: Learn How Three American Turners 
Create Their Own Spalted Wood, and Then Firm It Up For Turning, posted at 
www.woodturningplus.com/buried_treasure.htm. The article, written by Ron Hampton, was origi-
nally published in Woodturning magazine (Issue No. 73). 

A live tree is cut into rounds that are 5 to 6 inches longer than the diameter. The rounds are stood on end in a 
fungus-strewn area in the shade; the wood is wet and is covered with wood shavings. Within a year or so, spalting 
occurs. 

ññññññññññññññññññññ 

Todd has created many beautiful spalted pieces by burying rough-turned green wood in moist sawdust for about 6 
months. (In humid climates, the burial time would be much shorter.) The sawdust often stains the wood in a desir-
able way, while the fungus is creating other decorative marks. In addition, mushrooms and roots grow and leave 

(Continued from page 2) 
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